chap vi	THE KUSBATEES OF DHOLKA	65
Tdlook well, made good use of his sword, and increased his
possessions
Sher Meea died in a d 1799, and was succeeded by his
son, Bhawa Meea
Mullik Ucha, the brother of Futteh Mohummed, received
no part of his father's property, but by his good-fortune he
acquired villages of his own, and having founded a new
house, was styled Talookdar of Dhunwara, which estate is
also in the Dholka district He died in a d 1765, and left
three sons The eldest son, Nana Meea, succeeded his father,
and died in A d 1799, without a successor His brothers
received no share of their father's property, but acquired
villages by their own strength Their sister, Mool Beebee,
had been married to Sher Meea, and though Bhawa Meea
was the son of another wife, yet as he was thus in a manner
the nephew of Nana Meea, he became his heir, and inherited
five villages, an elephant, two hundred horses, and other
property
Soon after Bhawa Meea's succession, a body of plundeiing
Jutt horsemen, four hundred in number, attacked one of his
villages, supposing that as Sher Meea was dead they could do
so with impunity Though they had often been beaten off
by Sher Meea, yet this time they carried off the cattle, and
brought them to Keshree, where they drew rein Here they
oppressed the people much, and though the villagers said,
' This is Sher Meea's village, if his horsemen arrive you will
4 suffer for it,' the Jutts paid no attention, but only said,
' Sher Meea is gone, and his son is in the cradle ' Bhawa Meea
heard, at Dholka, what had happened, he immediately
mounted his horse, and set out, followed by about sixty horse-
men At this time he was twenty-two years old When he
came up with the plundering horsemen, he went in among
them without any consideration, and used his sword in a
manner beyond his years The forayers soon took to flight,
leaving five of their number dead and many wounded When
the people at Dholka knew that the Talookdar had set off to
attack the Jutts, a large body of horsemen mounted, and
hastened to his assistance, but they were not in tune for the
battle, and before they even reached the ground, they met
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